
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 2020 
 

Message From The Lay Director  

Judy Short 
 

Dear fellow Cursillistas 
Well, finally, our AGM has taken place. 

Not as we would have wanted it,  but we 
are not alone in having to hold it 

online…..I have attended a few AGM’s 

including  BACC’s, so we are all going 
through this with many other 

organisations. 
I am aware that many of you were 

unable to attend and for some of you 
this was because it had to happen 

virtually –I appreciate that technology 
isn’t for everyone…….but we missed you 

being there amongst us. For those of us 
who were able to attend, it provided us 

with some much needed fellowship and 
by your feedback many of you were 

uplifted and re- energized by it.  
 

It has been suggested that we hold an 

Epiphany party on Zoom, so watch this 
space!! I did offer at the AGM, and 

repeat it to you all now, that I am very 
happy to help anyone get set up on 

Zoom as it is such a wonderful way to be 
connected right now…..and possibly in to 

the future?  
 

Below are a couple of pictures I took of 
my screen!! Apologies if I didn’t get your 

“best side” or not at all!!! Revd. Steve 
Emerson was my technical host (he is 

the curate at my church and St. Mary’s)  
 

Trudi Kearsley gave a very heartfelt 

Witness Talk and it became obvious that 
she has been very busy keeping in touch 

with so many people at her church 
during these last few months, as well as  

 

 

 
 

 
 

all the other jobs she does quietly and 
efficiently. For these and all that she 

does for Cursillo, we are very grateful. 
Trudi’s passion for her church and 

Cursillo shines forth and we thank God 
for her witness. 

 
At the AGM Jane Lumley, Keith Lelliott, 

Maggie Williams and Sue Davies had 
completed their term in office. Keith and 

Maggie had both agreed to stay on 

another year at the 2019 AGM so that 
Jackie Harwood and Linda Tempest could 

shadow them in their roles. I am very 
grateful to them both for this gesture as 

I know Linda and Jackie are as well. 
Maggie has agreed to be our Bookings 

Secretary, so remains on the secretariat 
but with a new “hat” on! 

Jane and Sue now step down from the 
secretariat and I am so very grateful for 

them as well for all the work they have 
put in over their “extended” 3 year term 

– both agreed to stay on until we could 
hold our AGM and it has been a real 

pleasure serving with them on 

secretariat. 
 

So your new secretariat is as 
follows: 

Lay Director – Judy Short 
Spiritual Directors – Revd. Helena 

Buque and Revd. James Cooper 
Secretary – Janet Birchall 

Treasurer- Irene Adams 
BACC’s Rep – Linda Tempest 

Bookings Rep – Maggie Williams 
Pre Cursillo – Sue O’Neill 

Fourth Day Rep – Jackie Harwood 
 

In addition to these roles there are many 

doing essential work which often go 
unnoticed and I want to take this 

opportunity to tell you who they are, 



 
what they do and to say a huge “thank 

you” to all of them………. 

 
Communications – Catherine Gleadow 

Webmaster – Stephen Lucas  
Newsletter – Sue O’Neill  

Independent Examiner – Barry Ward 
(thank you to Catherine Gleadow for 

filling this role over the last 12 months) 
UK Palanca Rep – Trudi Kearsley 

International Palanca Rep – Ruth 
Hitchcox  

Resource Table – Maggie Williams and 
Irene Adams (a huge thank you to Ruth 

Hitchcox and Judy Pullin for doing this 
role for many years. Maggie and Irene 

took on this role earlier this year) 

Ultreya Rep – Janice Lelliott 
Weekend Resources Rep – Trudi Kearsley 

Wooden Crosses – Susan Maund 
Name Badges – Paule Harper 

Cord for the crosses - Linda Pudney 
Shell Necklaces- Judy Short 

 
These jobs are all absolutely essential for 

Cursillo to function as it does……. 
 

The Cursillo database is held by and kept 
up to date by Catherine so please do let 

her know if ANY of your contact details 
change. 

 

The website and newsletter are also 
important to keep us connected, both on 

the internet and within our own diocese.  
 

Barry Ward has just been elected as our 
Independent Examiner. (Barry is the 

treasurer at my church)  
 

The Palanca reps ensure that our 
weekend is known to all Cursillo dioceses 

in order to receive prayer and “Wall  
Palanca” and on our behalf, they send 

Palanca to all the other UK weekends 
and abroad. 

 

The resource table which comes to every 
Ultreya is a valuable source of income to 

Cursillo and Maggie and Irene will be 

very grateful to receive any items from 

you, for them to sell. 

 
Janice as Ultreya rep sources out where 

to hold future Ultreyas - if you would like 
to host one Janice would love to hear 

from you. 
Janice also helps to equip and support 

the Cursillistas at the church we are 
going to and helps them with their 

preparations. If only a few Cursillistas 
are at the church, others are asked to 

help out either before or on the day or 
both.   

 
When a weekend is occurring Trudi sets 

in to action to ensure everything that 

needs to be at staff training days and/or 
at Wychcroft, will be, as she holds the 

list of where everything is. As you know 
we have a lot of items/equipment for the 

weekend. (and a few items for Ultreyas) 
However, when a weekend or an Ultreya 

are not happening these all need to be 
stored somewhere. The secretariat 

decided earlier in the year that “boxes” 
used by Lay Rector, Lay Rector’s cha 

cha, Palanca cha cha and the Chapel cha 
cha should remain with these Cursillistas 

following a weekend so they can restock 
them before handing them over to the 

new staff members on the next 

weekend. These Boxes contain all the 
resources required for these roles. All the 

other items are held by several 
Cursillistas and we are in need of one 

or two new homes for some of the 
items, some quite bulky but others 

are not. Please contact Trudi if you 
would like to store some items 

 
Susan, Paule Linda and I ensure that the 

name badges, the crosses and shell 
necklaces are made and ready for our 

new Cursillistas.  
 

Communication is the key – how all this 

was done before emails, WhatsApp text 
messages etc. I just cannot imagine!! 



 
These non-secretariat roles are not on a 

3 year term and so we are always 

looking for volunteers to offer a helping 
hand or offer to take on these roles. 

Being involved in these roles is very 
rewarding and by being involved you can 

appreciate even more, the friendship, 
the co-operation and the joy that being 

part of Cursillo really is. Sharing makes 
the workload lighter and much more 

enjoyable, so if you feel drawn to help in 
any way or would like to chat with me 

about any of the roles, please do contact 
me via the email address at the end of 

my letter. 
I for one, am very happy to have 

another person help me make shell 

necklaces. I can provide you with shells, 
the cord and even beads if shopping 

online is not your thing. All you then 
need are your hands!  

 
Looking ahead to 2022 we know that at 

some point, life will be “post covid”. We 
have events already booked and I ask 

that you all continue to keep Liz Cooper 
in your prayers as she patiently waits to 

lead Chichester #32. The not knowing 
“when” is really tough for her but we 

must all put our faith in our God. One 
thing is for sure…..when we finally can all 

get together it will be extra special.  

 
I had a Zoom chat with Richard and 

Wendy at Wychcroft a couple of days ago 
and they send their best wishes to you 

all. They too are so looking forward to 
having us back there and have the house 

once more filled with laughter and 
busyness!! They have created a quiet 

prayer walk in the grounds, 2 rooms are 
now en suite and a chairlift has been put 

in giving access to rooms 11, 12 and 13. 
That said, those staying in those rooms 

do need to be able to physically get 
down stairs in the case of a fire! 

 

So my friends - a few things to look 
forward to- and as I continue in the role 

as Lay Director, I shall carry with me the 

wonderful screenshots of you all close to 

my heart. Seeing you all and listening to 

the chatter reminded me afresh why I 
am a part of Cursillo, why I am so 

passionate about it and why it is a 
privilege to be your Lay Director.  

 
As I write this we have just begun 

Advent and so, as autumn turns to 
winter I leave you with these words…. 

“Even if something is left undone, 
everyone must take time to sit still and 

watch the leaves turn” written by 
Elizabeth Lawrence.     

There, where you sit ….is where you will 
find our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

May God bless each and every one of 

you and those whom you love.  
Love Judy xx  
 

ULTREYA !!!  Judy Short 
laydirector@chichestercursillo.co.uk 
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Below are  the Zoom screenshots: 

Apologies if I didn’t get your “best side” 
or not at all!!! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

             Next Zoom Event 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
A Link will be sent out a few 

days before hand.  
 

 



 
 

Message from our Spiritual Director 

Helena Buquế 
 

In many ways, this is the hardest report 
I’ve had to write, coming as it does at a 

time when meeting together in person is 

not possible, and I’m so missing our 
Cursillo hugs! So many things have 

happened since the last AGM, and so 
many other things have not been able to 

take place; where to start?! 
Having taken over as Diocesan SD 

alongside Fr Keith from dear Pauline at 
the last AGM, I looked forward to her 

support and encouragement as I 
continued our Diocesan journey. The 

phone call early one morning in April 
from Keith, telling me of Pauline’s 

sudden death was a terrible shock, as it 
was to all of us who knew her, and our 

thoughts and prayers are with Stephen 

and the family. The great contribution 
Pauline made to Cursillo, along with 

Stephen, is immeasurable, her deep 
spirituality and joy were infectious – so 

many wonderful memories!  
Then of course, Fr Keith himself has had 

health issues through this year, with 
surgery and the necessity to take things 

more slowly – almost an impossibility for 
a priest with his enthusiasm and zest for 

life. This meant that James Cooper has 
come on board early as the other SD for 

Chichester Cursillo, something we are all 
so grateful for. 

The Pandemic has made so many 

changes to everyone’s lives, with 
meetings transferred to Zoom or another 

similar platform. Group Reunions 
continue, mostly on Zoom, with 

occasional opportunities to meet in 
person during the summer months. The 

annual Cursillo picnic did take place, with 
a much reduced number attending, on 

the Gallops at Findon and for those of us 
able to attend it was such a joy to be 

able to share time together, albeit safely 
distanced! Secretariat meetings have 

been a challenge, with events planned, 

venues booked, then cancellations or 

postponements bringing disappointment. 

Poor Liz Cooper and her Team have seen 
the next Weekend postponed twice now, 

with fervent prayers for us all that it will 
be able to take place next year in the 

Spring. BUT we remember that God is in 
charge, and keep going with a sense of 

joy – ULTREYA! 
That is why Group Reunions are so vital 

to our spiritual health. By considering 
exactly what has fed our relationship 

with Christ, how we have been drawn 
nearer into his presence - and it never 

fails to astound me how many ways, 
great and small, that Jesus makes 

himself known – as well as the 

intentional ways we have come to know 
him better (through our study) we 

become more effective in our daily 
witness through our Fourth Day - action. 

I hope and pray that you have all 
managed to stay in touch with other 

Cursillistas in the past months, whether 
by phone or various media platforms, 

encouraging one another and ‘topping 
up’ our joy in our faith! In particular, 

Pilgrim Partners need our prayers as 
they continue to support, encourage and 

pray for those Pilgrims still waiting for 
Chichester #32, along with our prayers 

for Liz and her Team. This was to be the 

first weekend run together with 
Southwark Cursillo, so we continue to 

pray for them also. 
I end with some verses from Scripture 

which encourage me to ‘keep going’ – I 
hope they will do the same for you! 

“Our steps are made firm by the Lord, 
when he delights in our way; though we 

stumble, we shall not fall headlong, for 
the Lord holds us by the hand.” (Psalm 

37:23-24) 
“And let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one 

another” (Hebrews 10:24-25a) 



 
“Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For 

mortals, it is impossible, but not for God; 

for God all things are possible.’” 
Remember that Christ is counting on 

you…. and the response to that is of 
course “and I on him!” My prayer for you 

all is that your trust in the Lord will 
continue to grow stronger through all the 

difficulties, disappointments and 
challenges that have hit us through 2020 

and that we will all continue to serve 
Christ in one another and love as he 

loves us. May God bless you all. Ultreya! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Reverend Pauline Lucas Spiritual 
Director Chichester Cursillo 2016 -

2019  
passed away suddenly on Good Friday 

2020 
 

 A TRIBUTE by Revd Keith Smith 

AND A POEM  
 

On Holy Saturday 2020 time stopped, 

momentarily, with that phone call from 

Stephen, sobbing, to tell me that his 
beloved Pauline had died, so suddenly, 

the day before.  
One moment they had shared time in the 

sunshine in the vicarage garden, the 
next he found her on the kitchen floor. 

Words? What words could convey the 
feelings of that moment? I hope I spoke 

something of comfort, but what? Too 
many question marks; too many 

questions. Everything seems shut down, 
but we will try to find some words, that 

may begin to express something of who 
Pauline was and is for us, and the love of 

Christ that she so generously shared 

among us. We will try ……. Pauline seems 
to have been there forever, just there. 

Never dominant, just there. Her endless 
enthusiasm, that throaty laugh, oh, and 

the cigarette! And with Pauline came 
Stephen. It was together that I first 

noticed them, camping in some field or 
other, on another diocesan youth 

adventure. Stephen’s music was/is 
always inspiring, but then Pauline ……. 

enthusing, laughing, sleeves rolled up, in 
the thick of it, whether a discussion 

group, field game, or washing up. We go 
our separate ways, and along the way, 

through our area bishop, my wife and I 

are introduced to Cursillo. Nothing 
happening in the Chichester diocese, so 

we have to go back to our roots, in 
Exeter, to make our Cursillo, in 1999. 

Driving the long drive back home, we are 
both inspired and agree we want to get 

involved. Same bishop sets up a steering 
committee, we are both involved. My 

wife finds herself treasurer. The Spiritual 
director moves on, Bishop looks around 

for a priest who has made his Cursillo. 
From a minority of one, I become SD! Oh 

yes, the Spirit moves in mysterious ways 
Then the same bishop moves me to the 

parish of Pagham. After a while who 

turned up, but Pauline and Stephen, 
living in the area. My heart skipped a 

beat: Youth camp in a parish! Cursillo in 



 
a parish! How lucky am I, how lucky are 

we! Parish life continues, the Spirit 

moves, people respond, numbers go up, 
exhausting, yet wonderful. And there she 

is, Pauline …… enthusing, laughing, 
sleeves rolled up, in the thick of it. Life 

continues, apace. Then, in quieter 
moments, discussions take place, 

thoughts are expressed, hopes are 
raised, Pauline feels strangely called, to 

priesthood. Several of us think 
“strangely”? Not really. When the Spirit 

prompts, wonderful things happen. 
Cursillo didn’t take off in the parish right 

away, but when it did, Pauline and 
Stephen became involved ……. 

enthusing, laughing, sleeves rolled up, in 

the thick of it. And what wonderful 
contributions they both made in their 

very individualistic ways. We shared 
many weekends, wonderful times when 

we were so privileged to experience the 
Sprit at work in so many lives. In fact 

later, when as a committee, we felt it 
right to introduce two Spiritual Directors 

in the Chichester diocese, Pauline and I 
shared that role. What a joy. But the 

Spirit had already continued to work in 
and through Pauline. She responded to 

the Spirit’s call, was ordained Deacon 
and then Priest. She served her title at 

Seaford (where Cursillo was duly 

planted) and then in 2017 was appointed 
Parish Priest at Kirdford. Once again, 

Cursillo was introduced, along with many 
other things that showed so much 

promise in that lovely parish community. 
In fact Holy Saturday was the third 

anniversary of her licensing at Kirdford. I 
had remembered that in our morning 

prayer; such a brief time before 
receiving that devastating news. The 

feeling is still so numbing, and will 
continue for some time, until we can 

truly celebrate Pauline’s life. In the 
meantime, we try to hold Stephen and 

their children and grandchildren in our 

prayers. Pauline was a wonderful person. 
What you saw was what you got, and 

you got an awful lot of her Christian 

faith, never dogmatically, but shining out 

of her. She was fun to be with, yet 

serious in her intentions. Friendly, 
outgoing, down to earth. With Pauline, 

you were loved into the Kingdom, that’s 
where you wanted to be, because it was 

such a good place to be, for her, so why 
not for you. It’s just surreal, her not 

being around. But of course, she will 
always be around; everything that she 

was, will still be, except her physical 
presence. We have a hard act to follow, 

yet when we think of her, she’ll be there 
…… enthusing, laughing, sleeves rolled 

up, in the thick of it. Pauline, dear friend, 
sister, fellow-traveller, rest in peace, and 

rise in glory. Thank you for so many 

things. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Please pray for Judy Short in her role as 

Lay Director 

For Liz Cooper as she prepares for 

weekend #32 

For Stephen Lucas and family 

For Ruth Hitchcock and Judy Pullin 

For Pat Plumpton 

In Memoriam  

By Victoria Bruce 
 

For a second you were flying  

like you always wanted to 
Now you’ll fly forever 

In skies of azure blue 
We’ll see your smile in every ray  

Of sunshine after rain 
And hear the echo of your laughter 

Over all the pain 
The world’s a little quieter now 

The colours have lost their hue 
The birds are singing softly  

And our hearts are missing you 
Each time we see a little cloud 

Or a rainbow soaring high 
We’ll think of you and gently 

Wipe a tear from our eye. 

 
 



 
For Sandy Petty 

http://chichestercursillo.co.uk/new-

prayer-net  

Communication and Area Reps 
 
Jackie Harwood is the New 4th 
Day Rep, and is responsible for 

sending out much of the communication 

that comes out to you via your area 
reps:  

 
A brief introduction. 
As of the AGM I have taken on the role 
of the 4th Day Rep. So who am I?  

Well my name is Jackie Harwood. I live 
in Lancing and attend St James the Less. 

I normally met with Judy, Ruth, Derrick 
and Fi for group reunion but since the 

first lockdown we have been unable to 
meet. We are hoping we will be able to 

start again soon. 

I attended Chichester #23 for my 
weekend and found it a tremendous 

blessing. It was based on Psalm 23 
which I found amazing as my daily 

readings for the two months working up 
to my weekend had been based on 

Psalm 23 as well!  
I have found being part of Cursillo a 

great blessing and benefit over the 
years. Thinking what I can share every 

two weeks made me actually pay 
attention to God's activity in my life, 

where those moments close to Christ 
came, what He was teaching me through 

study and how it was being worked out 

in action. 
I hope that I serve you half as well as 

Maggie did but I know that with God's 
help and Maggie’s I am sure the next 

three years will go well and I hope be a 
blessing and a fruitful time for us all.  

ULTREYA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2021 
 

Date to be confirmed………….. 

 

Chichester #32/ Southwark – keep 
Liz Cooper Lay Rector and team in 

your prayers, especially after so 
many delays 

 
May 22nd – AGM and Ultreya at All 

Saints, Findon Valley  
 

July 30th – August 1st – Pilgrim 
Progress 4 at Wychcroft, with a Day 

of Deeper Understanding on the 
Saturday 31st July 

 
September 4th – National Ultreya in 

Norwich National Ultreya 2021 | Norwich 

Anglican Cursillo 

 

November 27th Ultreya at Ardingly 
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Feeling a little ‘left out’... 

Unsure as to what’s going on 
in Chichester Cursillo? 

Then let’s do something 
about that! 

 
The Chichester Cursillo web site is YOUR 

resource - our aim is to keep it right up to 
date with: 

NEWS – EVENTS – ULTREYAS –WEEKENDS – 
PRAYER – WHO’S WHO – AND LOTS MORE... 
If you are willing to ‘Sign up’ we promise 

NOT to share or pass on your details or your 
email address to anyone else... and we 

promise NOT to fill up your inbox with 
endless emails. 
What we will DO is keep you right up to date 

with all that’s going on in the Chichester 
Cursillo community by sending by email our 

eNews bulletins, but ONLY when we have 
news to tell you! Simply visit the web site at 
chichestercursillo.co.uk follow the ‘Sign up’ 

instructions at the bottom of the home page, 
click on the ‘I’m not a Robot’ button then 

click send. After this you will receive an 
email which – if you are happy to proceed – 
you need to click on the link which will 

confirm your wish to register. 
If you would like help with your ‘Sign up’ 

please do let Stephen know by sending him 
an email to: 
webadmin@chichestercursillo.co.uk 

Ultreya! Stephen (Chi#16) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Easy Fundraising 

  

Do you shop online? Why not do it through 

easyfundraising.org.UK and raise a free 

donation for Chichester Cursillo every time 

you shop! It is easy to use and costs you 

nothing.  

Simply use this link 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ch

ichestercursillo/  and register to support 

Chichester Cursillo. 
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